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INTRODUCTION

The Ombudsmanship’s Special Report titled “Gaza: From the World's
Largest Open-Air Prison to the World's Largest Children’s Cemetery”
discusses the dimensions of the humanitarian disaster that has
been experienced in Gaza since October 7. Even the title of the re-
port demonstrates what a huge humanitarian disaster Gazans have
been subjected. From a legal point of view, all circles of politics
must be sensitive to the humanitarian plight of people Gaza with
all their rights curtailed at first right to live and human dignity, fac-
ing the threat of extermination. Yet Gaza, and in fact Palestine, has
been incrementally experiencing the depopulation and exile that
has been going on since 1968.

In relation to the Report, non-governmental organizations and
global human rights organizations, as well as official authorities, have presented the di-
mensions of the tragedy from different perspectives. The atrocities that started on Octo-
ber 7 and have continued unabated until today makes our souls and conscience bleed.

This Special Report prepared by the Ombudsman Institution will be shared with all
those concerned, at first the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal
Court. Since October 7, the law of war that must be followed during war have been
seriously violated by Israel. Nevertheless, what is happening in Gaza is not a war, but the
massacre of innocent people with their families, and their displacement, and their being
uprooted.

Other points worth attention in the Special Report are the call for investigation of the
massacres suffered by Gazans under three separate categories; request for investigation
as genocide, crime against humanity and war crimes, and their detailed analysis.

The attacks on Gaza, which the Israeli administration launched by declaring it to bein a
state of war after October 7, 2023, have led to an unprecedented humanitarian disaster
in modern times. Before the eyes of the whole world, innocent civilians, mostly women
and children, lost their lives under the heavy attacks of Israeli forces. While Gazans were



Vi

try to protect themselves from Israel’s endless attacks and bombardments, the hospitals they sought
shelter downed to rubble and in addition to all these they have had to struggle with starvation, thirst
and epidemics.

Gaza is now a city where even hospitals, mosques and churches are bombed, babies are left to die in
incubators, and people starve to death due to lack of water and food.

In addition, all the peoples of the world stand in solidarity with the oppressed and innocent Gazans,
not with Netanyahu and his gang, who masterminded/conducted the massacre and are now called
"pure evil” Despite the calls from the people of the world and international institutions, all organi-
zations that should take responsibility, the United Nations in particular, have been dysfunctional by
pressure and threats such as veto power, commercial and security concerns. Unfortunately, Israeli
attacks could not have been stopped.

Since uninterrupted flow of humanitarian aid to Gaza has not been ensured, hundreds of children are
left to die in Gaza before the eyes of the whole world, due to Israel’s brutal attacks on the one hand
and lack of access to health facilities on the other.

In fact, this silent inaction, which amounts the collapse of Western thought, especially the legal sys-
tem and the world of values, also means estrangement and detachment of human beings from their
humanity. We need to embrace justice again in order not to lose “human” and the voice of global
conscience. This Report also contains important evidence that has been collected to ensure justice.
It is hoped that we can rebuild a functioning architecture of global justice, free of all constraints and
without double standards, so that the humanitarian tragedy in Gaza will stop immediately and never
happen again. Not only the people of Gaza, but the peoples of the world have no other way out but
justice.

In order for the Israel-Palestine issue to be resolved fairly, there must be a solution based on two
states. Lasting peace will only be possible by the acceptance of the 1967 borders and by the es-
tablishment of an independent and geographically contiguous Palestinian state with Al-Quds as its
capital. The settlers moved to the region by Israel must be removed from the places they occupied.
Meanwhile, the protection of Al-Agsa Mosque in particular and other historical temples and monu-
ments is an integral part of peace.

I would like to express my gratitude to our Ombudsman Institution, Chief Ombudsman Mr. Seref
Malkog in particular, Ombudswoman Fatma Benli Yalcin and all the working team for their contribu-
tion to justice by preparing the Special Report.

Numan KURTULMUS
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye



The Ombudsman Institution of Turkiye is a Constitutional Insti-
tution established by the Law on the Ombudsman Institution
No.6328 as a constitutional public entity, based on the provision of
Article 74 of the Constitution of the Republic of Turkiye, which says
"The Ombudsman Institution of Turkiye which is established under
the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye, examines complaints on
the functioning of the administration”. In accordance with Article
5 of Law No. 6328, the Ombudsman Institution is responsible “for
examining, investigating, and submitting recommendations to the
Administration with regard to all sorts of acts and actions as well as
attitudes and behaviours of the Administration upon complaint on
the functioning of the Administration within the framework of an
understanding of human rights-based justice and in the aspect of legality and con-

formity with principles of fairness”

The Ombudsman Institution is guided by the principle of “Let people live so that the
state may live” and with the belief that “The best of all people are those who are the
most beneficial to people”. Within this framework, the Institution works to contribute
to improving the service quality of the administration, establishing good adminis-
tration principles, advancing human rights and building a people-oriented admin-
istration. In this respect, the Ombudsman Institution is the manifestation of a will
that unites the State and the citizens. The main duty of Ombudsman Institutions is
to contribute to the protection of human rights by examining allegations of human
rights violations, reporting the findings, and issuing recommendations and sugges-
tions to their interlocutors when necessary. Within this framework, the Ombudsman
Institution, which is a constitutional institution for seeking legal remedies, has been
authorized by Law No. 6328 to prepare a “Special Report”on issues that concern large
segments of society and human rights violations occurring anywhere in the world.

The Ombudsman Institution has conducted many special reports during the 10 years
it has been established. The special report titled “Syrians in Turkiye” was published in
2018,"Report on Human Rights Violations Committed by the Armenian Armed Forces
during the Azerbaijan-Armenia War”"in 2020, “On-site Investigation Report on Human
Rights in Karabakh"in 2021, “Pushbacks in the Aegean Sea and ‘Pushback’ of Human
Rights”in 2022, and the report regarding the Ukrainians who escaped from the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war to Hungary was published in 2022, and these reports were announced
to the public and shared with national and international interlocutors.

vii
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The reports prepared and the decisions issued by ombudsman institutions, which perform their du-
ties independently and impartially, are taken into account as expert opinions in human rights pro-
ceedings and can be referred by the relevant parties to prove the allegations of violation of rights.

In our special report titled “Gaza: From the World's Largest Open-Air Prison to the World's Largest Chil-
dren’s Cemetery”, the human rights violations experienced in Gaza are evaluated comprehensively at
all stages. This special report aims to be shared with all relevant parties, especially the International
Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court. In our special report, the actions of the Israe-
li administration and security forces, which caused serious violations of international humanitarian
law and whose actions, which should be investigated as genocide, crimes against humanity and
war crimes, are included in detail. The attacks on Gaza, which the Israeli administration launched
by declaring that they were in a state of war after 7 October 2023, have led to an unprecedented
humanitarian disaster in the last century. Before the eyes of the whole world, innocent civilians, most
of whom are women and children, lost their lives under the heavy attacks of Israeli forces. While the
people of Gaza are trying to protect themselves from Israel's endless attacks and bombardments,
they are also struggling with severe hunger, thirst and epidemics.

Despite all the severity of the humanitarian disaster and the calls rising from the international com-
munity, Israeli attacks have not been stopped to date, because the organizations that should assume
responsibility have not fulfilled their duties. Every day that a humanitarian ceasefire is not declared
and an uninterrupted flow of humanitarian aid is not provided to Gaza, children continue to die be-
cause of Israeli attacks, hunger or lack of access to healthcare in Gaza. In Gaza, All the weapons and
bombs produced by humanity with the technologies it has reached so far are being hurled on all the
human values and achievements that humanity has achieved so far. We are watching the slaughter
of humanity, human rights, human values, human dignity and honor in Gaza as a lesson to be drawn.

Through this report, we once again call for an urgent ceasefire to put an end to the indescribable
pain. | would like to express once again our expectation that international judicial authorities should
carry out the necessary investigations to ensure that the perpetrators, whose actions caused the
deaths of thousands of innocent civilians, the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people and
the rendering of their places uninhabitable, are held accountable for crimes against humanity and
war crimes, including the crime of genocide.

As the Ombudsman Institution of Turkiye, we considered it our duty to prepare this report as part
of our human rights responsibility. At the same time, we tried to fulfill one of our responsibilities
towards humanity. | would like to thank Ombudsman Ms. Fatma BENLI YALCIN, who carried out the
preparation of our special report with Ombudsman Experts Mr. Burak COSKUN, Mr. Muhammed Akif
SUSLU and Mr. Hamza GUNAYDIN, Assistant Ombudsman Experts Mr. Muhammet Emin DUMANOG-
LU, Ms. Vildan CETIN, Mr. Adem YILDIRIM, Ms. Ziibeyde BERKMAN and everyone who contributed to
the preparation of the report, from its layout to printing.

Seref MALKOC
Chief Ombudsman



How many days can a person survive without a glass of clean water, or
how long can a child go without a piece of bread?

Can the right to self-defense justify the displacement of 2.2 million peo-
ple in Gaza, one of the world's most densely populated territories, who
have been living in extremely difficult conditions for years due to Israel’s
blockade, as well as the dropping of bombs and missiles on them on a
scale equivalent to three atomic bombs?

If one of the children whose arm or leg was amputated without anaes-
thesia was my child, or if a woman who had a caesarean section with-
out anaesthesia was a relative of mine, how would | cope with the pain?

Which sentence can accurately describe the despair of having to wait
for a preterm infant to be removed from an incubator due to power outages or for a severe-
ly injured child to die due to a lack of medical care?

Everyone with a conscience should ask themselves these questions. Everything that
we would have said only five months ago was impossible unless the world ended has hap-
pened today in front of the entire world and is still the reality of Gaza.

In Gaza, children and women, who account for two-thirds of the deceased, have
borne the highest price in Israeli attacks. The most brutal occupation in history was
carried out after October 7, with the highest civilian death toll of the century. As of
January 30, 2024, when this preface was written, 5% of the Gaza Strip’s 2.2 million
residents were dead, injured, or missing. That is at least 100,000 people. 1.9 million
people have been displaced. This means they are not able to live in their homes and
are deprived of their fundamental necessities. AlImost all of Gaza is struggling with
hunger. Some 500,000 survivors in northern Gaza are facing catastrophic hunger. It is
not even known what their exact condition is. For the remaining 1.5 million people, in
the words of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, “famine was
imminent and now inevitable

In just four months, more than 45,000 bombs and missiles totaling 65,000 tons have
been dropped on the 365-square-kilometer Gaza Strip. Water and energy resources
where basic human needs are met, as well as settlements, have been destroyed. Much
of Gaza has since been rendered uninhabitable. No argument, including Israel’s right



to self-defense, can justify practices of collective punishment, massive destruction, and displacement
of innocent civilian populations. One only needs to look at the maps reflecting the historical pro-
cess and the course of the attacks since October 7 to understand that the true goal of Israel’s un-
precedented intensity of attacks is to completely occupy the Gaza Strip and expel Palestinians from
Gaza "if the rest of the world fails to stop it With orders to leave their homes within 24 hours and
indiscriminate attacks beginning in northern Gaza, Israeli security forces have been driving the Gaza
population towards the southern border since October 11. When the siege of northern Gaza ended,
they bombarded the southern city of Khan Younis. They are now bombing Rafah, the last stop on the
border, where over a million people have sought safety in a small area of 64 square kilometres. Ex-
cept for a brief humanitarian pause, the Israeli government continued its attacks and, with America’s
support, rejected all pleas for a ceasefire from the start. It has not followed the decisions of the UN
General Assembly, the UN Security Council, or even the International Court of Justice. The Israeli gov-
ernment is attempting to entirely seize Gaza's land and take over its governance, as well as establish
new settlements there, as announced at the Conference attended by ministers.

To accelerate the process, Israel is employing unprecedented bombing and destruction, as well as
starvation, as a means of war to, in the words of the Chairperson of Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor
(Euro-Med) “drive people out of Gaza or even kill them.” Humanitarian aid waiting at the border with
Egypt is not allowed to pass. On logically and conscientiously unacceptable grounds, and on the very
next day after the Court of Justice’s order on provisional measures, which included humanitarian aid,
they attempted to cut off the funding of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), which is the only organization that can bring very limited aid to
Gaza and which has housed 1.4 million displaced people in its facilities, four times its capacity, de-
spite facing more than two hundred attacks. In this way, the razor-thin humanitarian line separating
Gazans'lives from their deaths is being cut, and bombs, starvation, and epidemics are being used to
occupy the Gaza Strip.

It is an undeniable reality that Israel’s century-long strategy of displacement, destruction, and killing
did not commence on October 7. The change in the maps of Palestine indicates that the area of
Israel’s surface, which was 6.5 percent in 1947 prior to its formal establishment, eventually surpassed
90 percent, and that the Palestinian people have been continuously driven from their own land for
almost a century. History is repeating itself again, and today, in front of the entire world, 2.2 million
people are being displaced first from their homes and then from their territory, suffering the worst of
destruction and atrocities while being denied their most basic humanitarian needs.

This Special Report, prepared during the first four months of Israeli security forces' attacks on the
Gaza Strip, includes acts by the Israeli administration that resulted in grave violations of international
humanitarian law and should be investigated as crimes against humanity and war crimes, including
genocide. This report painfully reveals how century-old human rights practices have been ignored
when it comes to Israel and how the killing of 12,000 children by Israeli bombing, as well as the Israeli
ministers’announcement that settlements will be built on children’s graves, as thousands of bodies
remain to be discovered beneath the ruins, and as Palestinians remain in their country, have failed to



mobilise international actors. The unwavering support of certain nations for the Israeli government’s
actions in Gaza, which have resulted in immense suffering and hopelessness, and the failure of others
to fulfil their obligations while brutal policies of mass murder and displacement are carried out, will
be remembered as a dark stain on history.

Today, millions of conscientious people, regardless of ethnicity, language or religion, continue to do
everything they can to put an end to the slaughter of children in Gaza. It is time for states to unite
and establish an international peace force in order to put an end to these policies of displacement,
destruction and massacre, which will be remembered as a dark chapter in history for centuries to
come. It is crucial to urgently declare a permanent ceasefire, establish a humanitarian corridor, and
promptly deliver essential health and food aid to the region. Today, those who remain silent in the
face of Israel’s policies of slaughter are implicated in the crimes against humanity, war crimes, and
genocide that Israel has perpetrated in Gaza. At this stage, it is crucial to adhere to international law
and provide full support for the prompt execution of judicial processes. These processes are neces-
sary to ensure that the perpetrators of crimes against humanity and war crimes, including genocide,
in Gaza are held accountable.

Efforts should be made to find a fair resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through diplomatic
and peaceful means, based on a two-state solution. Palestine, which has independent observer sta-
tus, should be recognised as a full member state in the UN before it is completely destroyed by Israel.
Lasting peace can only be achieved with the creation of an independent and sovereign Palestinian
State, which has geographical integrity and East Jerusalem as its capital, based on the 1967 borders.

With this Special Report, we would like to remind everyone once again that they have an obligation
to do their best in this historical process, which has been described as “one of the darkest moments
of the world’, and that we have a responsibility towards the children who are killed by Israel every ten
minutes, whose limbs are amputated every hour, who suffer horrific wounds, and who have no one
to accompany them for the last four months.

This work has been realised as a result of a very long and meticulous work and | would like to thank
the Ombudsman Expert Burak Coskun for his exceptional dedication and hard work in laying the
foundation for this study; Muhammed Akif SUslli and Hamza GUnaydin for their thorough analysis of
the issue, which has over a century-long past from a historical context; and Assistant Ombudsman
Experts Adem Yildirim, Muhammet Emin Dumanodly, Vildan Cetin and Zibeyde Berkman for their
dedicated work on numerous sources with a high volume of data shared daily since October 7.

We, the Special Report Working Group, dedicate this work to the “children of Gaza” who have endured
unimaginable suffering without ever receiving the justice they deserve.

Fatma BENLI YALCIN
Ombudsman
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“Displaced means there is no mattress or pillow. Your mattress is the floor or your car, and your cover is a sheet
that has been sitting in a warehouse for years, it smells musty, and there is no way to wash it.

Your pillow is the only bag of clothes you left your house with. You have constant back and leg pain from sleeping
in awkward positions. Stomach aches and throat pain from the cold, and a headache from the anxiety.

Displaced means there is no water at all. You do not wash your hands, do not wash your clothes.

Displaced means there is no clean water to drink... you might have to drink contaminated water, full of diseases.
And you might even die of thirst or from drinking the water.

Displaced means that when you want to go to the bathroom, you have to wait in line behind 600 people until
your turn comes. When your turn finally comes, there will be another 600 people knocking on the door for you
to finish quickly, and of course, there is no water in the bathroom.

Displaced means there is no cooked food, no bread, no food at all, except for a few boxes of cheese, which smells
from the heat. No drink.

You go to the bakery to get bread for your family... you stand in line for seven hours, sometimes the bread might
finish before your turn comes. Even if your turn comes, you are given just one bundle, not even enough for one
meal - that is if you don’t get hit by an airstrike while you are waiting.

Displaced means the loaf of bread is split between two, or possibly four; whatever it is, it’s never enough. The
important thing is that you ate and that is a great achievement.

Displaced means you look up to the sky 30 times every minute, imagining that a new massacre will happen to
you, and the latest breaking news will be about you and your family.

Displaced means taking a shower is a dream that is difficult to achieve. Taking a bath is an impossible luxury.

Displaced means you always hear the bombing around you, and you see it, but you never know where it’s com-
ing from.

Displaced means that there is no electricity except by chance or luck, there is no mobile phone battery, there are
no calls or messages, there is no internet, there is no communication with the world. You may die and no one in
your family would know that you died.

Displaced means oppression, anxiety, tension, hunger, sweat, distress, delusion, sadness, darkness, anticipa-
tion, fear for the children, fear for the family, fear for the friends, fear for the future.

Please, when you read the word “displaced,” give it deep thorough thinking.”

Save the Children staff member
Hasan’s story in his words!

https://opt.savethechildren.net/news/stories-gaza-what-it-means-be-displaced , Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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With a history spanning over a century, the occupied Palestinian territories have been the site of
numerous wars and conflicts, persisting in varying degrees of intensity. Nevertheless, the series of
Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip since October 7, 2023, have inflicted unprecedented harm upon the
Palestinian population, surpassing the impact of previous Israeli offensives. Today, the people living
in the Gaza Strip are facing a severe denial of their right to exist.

Never in any period of history and nowhere in the world has a handful of people fought such a long
and arduous struggle for a small piece of land like Palestine. The conflict over Palestine is the longest
struggle of the modern age. No issue or disagreement in the twentieth century has become as pivot-
alininternational politics as the Palestinian issue. There is no other issue that has had such a sustained
and strong influence on international politics. The void left by the Ottoman Empire in the Middle East
has yet to be filled in a stable manner.?

On October 7, 2023, the Izzad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, the armed wing of Hamas, announced that
they launched the operation “Al-Agsa Flood” to ‘respond to Israel’s continuous violations against Pales-
tinians and their holy sites, especially the Al-Agsa Mosque.” The Israeli government launched the “Iron
Sword” operation in response to this operation, and more than 65 thousand tons of bombs were
dropped on Gaza, which has been blockaded by land, sea and air for 16 years, where 2.2 million Pal-
estinians live in an area of only 365 km2 and has the highest population density in the world.

Due to the unprecedented destruction and devastation caused by the Israeli security forces within
a span of four months, as of 30 January 2024, more than 26,000 Palestinians, more than 70 per cent
of whom were women and children, were killed, more than 65,000 were injured, settlements were
rendered uninhabitable and 1.9 million people, representing 85 per cent of Gaza's population, were
displaced.

In the Gaza Strip, where Israel's policies of displacement, destruction and massacre are ruthlessly
implemented, people are trying to shelter in refugee camps and tents while struggling with hunger,
thirst and epidemics under complete blockade. If there is no international intervention to prevent
Israeli attacks and establish a permanent ceasefire on Gaza territory, it seems inevitable that there will
be significant loss of life due to starvation and further displacement of the population towards the
southern parts of Gaza, potentially towards Egyptian territory.

2 Armaoglu Fahir, Filistin Meselesi ve Arap-israil Savaslari (1948-1988), 8. Edition, Kronik Yayinlari, 2023, p.9.
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Despite the fact that the Israeli government perpetrated war crimes in clear violation of international
humanitarian law in front of the entire world, it has yet to face any sanctions. The Israeli adminis-
tration, which caused hospitals to become inoperable and prevented the sick and wounded from
receiving treatment, even went so far as to bomb refugee camps operating under the UN flag and
cause the deaths of UN employees. They also disregarded the numerous UN General Assembly reso-
lutions overwhelmingly calling for a humanitarian ceasefire, and despite the humanitarian crisis, the
UN Security Council failed to pass a resolution for a ceasefire. In spite of the UN Security Council res-
olution and order on provisional measures by the International Court of Justice regarding the provi-
sion of humanitarian assistance, Israeli security forces continue to block humanitarian aid operations.

The Israeli government has consistently and extensively engaged in numerous actions that violate
humanitarian law, all while being observed by the international community. Crucial evidence re-
garding each of these sections can be found in the news content of press organizations. It is impor-
tant to note that the content included in the Special Report represents only a small portion of the
violations we have analysed. Given that Israeli security forces have killed one child every 10 minutes
and more than 12 thousand children in Gaza over the last four months, it is likely that even the chap-
ter on The Children of Gaza, which we have had to summarise here in just a few pages, could be the
subject of a very thorough study.

The sources of our Special Report primarily consist of reports from UN agencies and news content
from media organizations. The hundred pieces of content shared by media organizations on a daily
basis were followed and classified throughout the study period. When analysing the policies of coun-
tries, we relied on the official statements published on the Ministries of Foreign Affairs’websites. The
video content primarily focused on the posts shared by these organizations on their social media
accounts. In addition to the information collected from these sources, the testimonies of the people
who came to our country from Gaza were also considered.

The primary purpose of this study is to classify the acts that caused serious violations of international
humanitarian law on the protection of civilians during times of conflict after October 7, which should
be investigated as crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes in accordance with
international agreements that Israel has also ratified. Since the evidence of war crimes is predomi-
nantly the news content of media outlets, it is important to record and report on these sources while
the attacks are still ongoing and the information is still up to date.

There are currently ongoing judicial proceedings before both the International Court of Justice and
the International Criminal Court to investigate crimes against humanity and war crimes, including the
crime of genocide, which is the international legal equivalent of the acts committed by Israel. One of
the goals of our Special Report, in which we seek to reveal the violations of international humanitar-
ian law committed by the Israeli administration and its security forces in every facet, is to share our
independent organization’s conclusions with these judicial authorities. In addition, our study, which
provides a historical backdrop and detailed account of the incidents that unfolded since October 7, is
alsointended to serve as a lasting reminder of the issue regarding the occupied Palestinian territories.
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The displacement of Palestinians to other countries and their status as refugees due to the occupa-
tion of their homelands in 1948 is symbolised by the term Nakba, meaning “Catastrophe! This con-
cept, which was used by Israeli authorities as a form of intimidation after October 7, once again be-
came a harsh reality after four months, but under even more severe circumstances. Given the current
state of international humanitarian law and international criminal jurisdiction, the Palestinians living
in Gaza are once again subjected to policies of mass murder and displacement, which are significant-
ly more severe. This situation not only negatively impacts the Palestinians but also undermines the
fundamental values of humanity. As a result, the current situation in Gaza needs to be recognised
as "The Nakba of Humanity," which translates to “The Catastrophe of Humanity” The situation in Gaza
has been described by UN officials and experts using terms like “open-air prison” and “graveyard for
children,"as mentioned in the title of the report. This title aims to illustrate the dire living conditions
in Gaza, which were already challenging prior to October 7 due to the blockade policy but escalated
to a humanitarian catastrophe after that date.

Our special report delves into the violations of humanitarian law in the Gaza Strip caused by four
months of ongoing Israeli aggression, resulting in devastation and violence. The Special Report con-
sists of 2 chapters and 3 appendices. The first chapter highlights the process that led to the humani-
tarian disaster and destruction since October 7, the regulations on protecting civilians in internation-
al humanitarian law and the reflections of the process in international law.

The second chapter covers 10 separate topics, each of which could form its own report, detailing
actions committed by Israel predominantly in the Gaza Strip and Palestinian territories since October
7.These actions are considered to constitute severe violations of international humanitarian law and
should be investigated as crimes against humanity and war crimes, including the crime of genocide.

The international ramifications of the post-October 7th period have been examined in the first two
appendices of the report. The first appendix includes the work of international organizations such
as the United Nations, the European Union, and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, while the
second appendix contains reports from international civil society organizations.

The last appendix of the Report explores the historical context of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian
territories. It sheds light on the fact that the process of displacement, destruction, and occupation did
not start recently but rather dates back to the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. The Report highlights
how the demographic structure was deliberately altered in a systematic and planned manner and
how these ongoing developments are part of a larger pattern that includes wars and occupations.
Photographs and video content support the issues raised in the parts and appendices. The videos,
the QR codes of which are shared, are important as they clearly demonstrate the humanitarian crisis
and violations of humanitarian law in Gaza and the West Bank.
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1.1. Chronology

¥ (OCTOBER 7

On the morning of October 7, the
1zz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, the
armed wing of Hamas, launches
the Operation Al-Agsa Flood on the
grounds of “responding to Israel’s
continuous violations against
Palestinians and their holy sites,
especially the Al-Agsa Mosque.”

¥ (0CTOBER9

Israel declares a state of war,
launching Operation “Iron Sword”

. S fuel to Gaza
and intensive air strikes

Israel cuts off the flow
of food, electricity and

¥ OCTOBER 13

Israel gives 1 million
people living in northern
Gaza 24 hours to leave
their homes and move
south and declares that if
they do not, they will be
treated as accomplices of
a terrorist organizations, as
well as exhibit of evidence
of Israel’s use of banned
phosphorus bombs in its
attacks

¥ 0CTOBER 11

Hamas releases a
female settler and her
child

OCTOBER 23

Al-Qassam Brigades release
two Israeli prisoners on
“humanitarian and medical
grounds” after Egypt’s and
Qatar’s mediation

¥ OCTOBER 21 v

Opening the Rafah
border crossing for
the first time, allowing
humanitarian aid to
enter Gaza for the first
time since October 7

¥ NOVEMBER 15

Israeli forces demolish
the parliament building
in Gaza

¥ NOVEMBER 18

Israel evacuates 500
civilians from Al-Shifa
Hospital

OCTOBER 23

The rejection of the draft resolution submitted by the US to the UNSC on the right
to self-defense of countries that did not call for a ceasefire in Gaza, with the veto
of permanent members Russia and China, and the veto of Russia’s draft resolution
calling for a humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza by the US and the UK. The UN General
Assembly adopts the draft resolution calling for an immediate, permanent and
indefinite humanitarian ceasefire with a majority of 121 votes in favour, 14 against
and 44 abstentions

The adopted draft resolution emphasises the need for all parties to fulfil their
obligations under international law, particularly concerning the protection of
civilians. The resolution also emphasises the urgent need for the “continuous,
adequate and unhindered” provision of essential supplies and services to the
Gaza Strip and the establishment of a mechanism to ensure the protection of the
Palestinian civilian population in accordance with international law and relevant
United Nations resolutions.

¥ NOVEMBER 23

Israel detains the director
of Al-Shifa Hospital and a
group of health workers

¥ NOVEMBER 24

Agreement for a four-
day “humanitarian
pause”and a“prisoner
exchange”
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¥ (OCTOBER 16

Russia submits the
UNSC its call for a
ceasefire in Gaza,
where 70 percent of
the population was
displaced at the time,
which is rejected due
to the opposition of
permanent members
the US, the UK and

OCTOBER 17

Israel kills more than
470 people inan
attack on the Al-Ahli
Baptist Hospital, to
which it had issued
an evacuation

order along with 22

OCTOBER 18

The US, a permanent
member, vetoes a draft
resolution submitted
to the UNSC by Brazil
calling for a “cessation
of hostilities,” despite
12 out of 15 members
voting in favour of the

¥ (OCTOBER 20

Israeli bombing of
the Greek Orthodox
Church of St.
Porphyrius, where
civilians took refuge

France hospitals resolution

¥ (0CTOBER 30 ¥ NOVEMBER 1

Israeli shelling of Indonesian Hospital

in North Gaza, Al-Quds Hospital in

the west, managed by the Palestinian
Red Crescent, the European Gaza

v UCTUBER 28 Hospital in the southern Gaza,
Turkish-Palestinian Friendship

Israel launches ground Hospitals, as well as Jabalia Refugee

operation in Gaza Camp

NOVEMBER 3

On November 1, the Ministry
of Health of Egypt reports
that the first group of
numerous injured individuals
in Gaza arrived in the country
through the Rafah crossing,
consisting of 117 foreigners

2 L

Israeli shelling of Al-Shifa
Hospital, the largest
medical facility in Gaza,
where women and
children, as well as the
sick and wounded, have
sought refuge

¥ NOVEMBER 30

Extension of the humanitarian
pause

“As part of the prisoner swap deal
struck between Israel and Hamas,

v NOVEMBER 27 240 Palestinian prisoners were
released from Israeli prisons in

The humanitarian return for the release of 81 Israeli

pause gets prisoners from the Gaza Strip."

extended for an

additional two days

¥ DECEMBER 1 ¥ DECEMBER 6

UN Secretary-General
sends a letter to the
Security Council,
appealing for a ceasefire

Israeli army announces
resumption of attacks on
the Gaza Strip
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DECEMBER 8

The resolution that
demanded an urgent
humanitarian ceasefire in
Gaza and the unconditional
and immediate release of all
hostages co-sponsored by 97
countries, including Tiirkiye,
gets vetoed by the United
States at the UN Security
Council

DECEMBER 12

The draft resolution on “Protection of civilians and
upholding legal and humanitarian obligations” gets
adopted at the UN General Assembly with 153 votes in
favour, 10 votes against, and 23 abstentions

(The four-article draft resolution included calls for

an immediate humanitarian ceasefire, all parties to
comply with their obligations under international law,
including humanitarian law, particularly in terms of
civilian protection, the immediate and unconditional
release of all hostages, and the provision of

DECEMBER 22

Adoption of the UNSC
resolution emphasising
the critical nature of
delivering humanitarian
aid directly to Palestinian
civilians across the entire
territory and regulation
of the appointment of a
Senior Humanitarian and
Reconstruction Coordinator
for the Gaza Strip

humanitarian access.)

=S
|

[ B}

(The United States, Israel, Austria, Czechia, Guatemala,
Liberia, Micronesia, Nauru, Papua New Guinea and
Paraguay voted against the resolution, while the
United Kingdom, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Argentina,
Malawi, the Netherlands, Ukraine, South Sudan and
Uruguay abstained.)

Al

-~
-

¥ DECEMBER 29

The Republic of South Africa
presents its case regarding
the implementation of

the Convention on the

¥ JANUARY26 ¥ JANUARY27

The investigation into

¥ JANUARY 23 intemationa the alleged involvement & JANUARY 28

Prevention and Punishment Court of Justice of 12 UNRWA employees

of the Crime of Genocide The Israeli (IC)) issues an inthe October 7 attacks The conference titled
in the Gaza Strip to the army besieges interim order on prompts the suspension “Settlement Brings
International Court of the largest Israeli hostilities of funding to the

organizations by several
countries, including

the US and the United
Kingdom

conducted in
the Gaza Strip

Justice, claiming that Israel
violated its obligations
under the Convention

held in West Jerusalem
with the participation of
twelve Israeli ministers
and fifteen members of
parliament

settlementin
the southern
Gaza Strip,
Khan Younis

I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
Security and Victory” 1
I
I
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I
I
1
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Operation “Al-Agsa Flood,” announced by Hamas' armed wing, the Izzal-Din al-Qassam Brigades, on
October 7, 2023, to “respond to Israel’s continuous violations against the Palestinians and their holy sites,
especially the Al-Aqsa Mosque, began in the morning with intense rocket and mortar fire on Israeli
cities protected against missile and rocket attacks by the Iron Dome air defence system. Meanwhile,
Hamas forces attacked security forces by crossing borders surrounded by walls and barbed wire on
the ground and infiltrating Israel from the air, employing glider-like devices.

Israeli police and soldiers, as well as some civilians, were taken hostage during the attacks and were
transferred to Gaza. According to Israel, since the attacks on October 7, there have been 1,400 Israelis
and foreigners killed, 5,500 injured, and 247 taken hostage.

Following the attacks, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel declared via a video message that
Israel was at war, that the attacks would get a severe response, and that the operation “ron Sword”
would begin.

Amidst circumstances in which Israel has enforced a land, sea, and air blockade since 2017, in which
it exercises control over borders via thermal cameras, aircraft, and walls, and where individuals'move-
ments are monitored via cell phones, the issue of how the security gap emerged and how the attacks
were executed naturally arises. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel said in a statement that
was later deleted from his social media accounts that the Israeli army and internal security service
Shin Bet (Shabak) were to blame for the security gap, that he was not warned in advance of the at-
tacks, and that they only informed him at the last minute that Hamas was intimidated and that order
was restored.?* According to statements made by soldiers on the Gaza border, the situation in Gaza
was noticed months ago, and it was reported to higher-ranking officials.*

Regardless of the condition of the Israeli security forces at the time of the October 7 attacks, the four
months of the Israeli attacks and the settlement plans shared at the Conference on Resettlement in
Gaza, which 12 Israeli ministers attended, make it clear that Israel's goal after the October 7 attacks
was to render Gaza completely uninhabitable and to ensure the displacement of all Palestinians liv-
ing there from Gaza towards Egypt.

On October 9, Defence Minister Gallant of Israel declared a complete siege on the Gaza Strip, prohib-
iting the entry of electricity, water, food, or fuel into the area, saying that they were fighting animals
and acting accordingly. During the attacks, Israeli forces restricted the entry of humanitarian aid into
Gaza and disrupted the supply of electricity, food, and fuel. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel stated that the attacks on Gaza would “change the Middle East,"and on October 10, Gallant de-

® https://www.trthaber.com/haber/dunya/netanyahu-hamasin-7-ekimdeki-saldirilarinda-ordu-ve-istihbarat-teskilatlarini-
sucladi-807890.html , Accessed: 30/01/2024.

“ https//www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/cd1j1z19z6wo , Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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The "evacuation
order’ which states
that anyone who

chooses not to

leave the area from
the north of the
Gaza Strip to the
south of Wadi Gaza
may be deemed

10

an accomplice
of a terrorist
organization.

clared that Israeli forces were on a “full offensive! Throughout this time, Israel has launched extremely
severe airborne, seaborne, and ground attacks on Gaza, employing more than 65,000 tons of bombs.

A week after the attacks on Gaza began, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu urged more than one mil-
lion people living in the north of Gaza, who are currently under siege and have no access to fuel,
electricity, water, or food due to aerial bombardment, to evacuate the area, and the people were
asked to proceed towards the Egyptian border.
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“Evacuation order” stating that anyone who chooses not to leave from the north of the Gaza Strip to
the south of Wadi Gaza may be determined an accomplice in a terrorist organization was dropped in
the form of leaflets on October 21, 2023, by the Israeli military in northern Gaza, ordering inhabitants
to promptly “evacuate” within twenty-four hours. The leaflets read, “Anyone who chooses not to leave
from the north of the Gaza Strip to the south of Wadi Gaza may be determined an accomplice in a terrorist
organization”. The modus operandi of Israel, characterised by forced migration of the population in
the north of Gaza via evacuation orders and the subsequent bombardment of civilian settlements,
has gradually spread throughout Gaza. Evacuation orders and indiscriminate attacks on civilian set-
tlements have resulted in the displacement of 85 per cent of the Palestinian people residing in Gaza,
concentrating them in Rafah, situated along the Egyptian border. Similarly, the city of Rafah is ex-
posed to Israeli strikes and, hence, is unable to provide secure shelter for Palestinians living in Gaza.
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More than 470 people
were killed in the
Israeli airstrike on Al-
Ahli Baptist Hospital.

https://www.
aa.com.tr
/tr/dunya/israilin
gazzedeki-el-
ehlibaptist-
hastanesinibombal
amasisonucu-500-
kisioldu/3023408,
Accessed: 30/01/2024
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A number of Palestinians, whose homes were demolished and who had to flee their homes due to
the intense Israeli bombardment, took shelter in refugee camps, schools, hospitals, mosques and
churches. Israel also targeted these facilities, which are supposed to be protected even in a state of
war under international humanitarian law, and accused those who responded to its acts of support-
ing terrorism.

Israel's intensive targeting of places such as hospitals, refugee camps, schools and places of worship,
where thousands of civilians, mostly women and children, took shelter and where many wounded
and sick people needed treatment, has led to the severe loss of life and injury among an incompa-
rably higher number of civilians than in any other war of the recent century. The death of more than
470 people in an Israeli airstrike on the Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital, to which Israel had issued an evacua-
tion order along with 22 hospitals the day before, sparked deep outrage all over the world. The image
of the doctors delivering a press statement amidst the remains of those who perished in the attack
and the injured is etched in people’s minds as a moment of historic disgrace. According to the Turkish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel has implemented a policy of atrocities and massacres of innocent
civilians in Gaza, which has emerged from the darkness of the Middle Ages and has been revived® in
the 21st century. The plight of innocent civilians, mostly women and children, whose corpses were

°  https//www.mfa.gov.tr/no_-291_-avrupa-birligi-komisyonu-2023-yili-turkiye-raporu-hk.trmfa, Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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disfigured beyond recognition, who lost their arms and legs due to the severity of their injuries, and
who suffered horrific wounds as a result of the attacks, makes it difficult to use different words to
describe the tragedy.

Although the Israeli government, in an effort to maintain the support of the international communi-
ty, claims to be targeting Hamas in its attacks, more than 70 per cent of the more than 25,000 people
it has killed are women and children. More than 70,000 houses were destroyed in the Israeli attacks;
1.9 million out of Gaza’s 2.2 million residents were compelled to flee their homes without taking their
belongings with them.

Since October 7, there has also been a significant escalation of civilian casualties, settler attacks and
detentions in the West Bank, which is not the primary focus of Israeli attacks. According to the data
kept by the UN since 2005, 2022 was regarded as the bloodiest year, with more than 220 Palestinians,
including 48 children, killed and more than 9,000 Palestinians injured. Israeli attacks in the last three
months of 2023 caused many more civilian deaths and injuries in the West Bank than in 2022, which
was considered the bloodiest year. Since October 7, more than 370 people, including more than 90
children, have been killed, and more than 4,300 people, including more than 650 children, have been
injured in Israeli attacks in the West Bank.

The humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza today, caused by Israeli forces'indiscriminate attacks on civilian
settlements by dropping tons of bombs and the killings of innocent civilians, is described as hell on
earth, in the words of UN representatives.’ With one child killed every ten minutes, Gaza is the most
dangerous place in the world to be a child’ There is nowhere safe in Gaza, where even supposedly
safe places are being bombed.

The official statements of the Palestinian and Israeli authorities on the developments are provided
below, followed by a timeline of incidents since October 7, 2023, as well as details on the situation
unfolding in Gaza, Jerusalem and the West Bank in the wake of Israeli attacks.

The first statement issued by the State of Palestine on October 7 emphasized that they have repeat-
edly warned against the consequences of denying the Palestinian people the right to self-determi-
nation and the opportunity to establish their own state. They warned against the ongoing terrorism
by settlers and occupation forces, as well as daily provocations and attacks, including raids on the
Al-Agsa Mosque and other Christian and Islamic holy sites. The statement also stressed that secu-
rity, stability, and peace in the region can only be achieved by ending the Israeli occupation in the
State of Palestine, with its capital in East Jerusalem, based on the 1967 borders, and by recognizing

°  https//www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-commissioner-general-philippe-lazzarini-occasion-french
Accessed: 30/01/2024.

7 https//www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-regional-director-middle-east-and-north-africa-adele-khodr,  Accessed:
30/01/2024.
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the people’s right to independence and sovereignty. It pointed out that Israel’s rejection of signed
agreements and non-compliance with international legitimacy decisions leads to the collapse of the
peace process. This situation, according to the statement, persists due to the failure to find a solution
to the Palestinian cause after 75 years of suffering and displacement, as well as the continuation of
double standards and the policies of the Israeli occupation forces, which constitute crimes against
the Palestinian people and racist practices. It also highlighted the silence of the international com-
munity in the face of injustice and oppression suffered by the Palestinian people®

In the statement issued on October 14, 2023, Israel’s actions to displace the people in the occupied
Gaza Strip were strongly condemned and rejected, being likened to a second Nakba (catastrophe)
experienced by the Palestinian people in the eyes of the international community. The statement
called for immediate and urgent intervention by the international community to stop Israel’s massa-
cres, killings, and attacks.”

In the statement dated October 17, 2023, regarding the attack on the Baptist Hospital (Ahli Arabi
Hospital) by Israel, it was emphasized that the cold-blooded massacre committed against hundreds
of Palestinian civilians taking refuge in the hospital would forever remain a stain on the conscience
of humanity witnessing the horror inflicted upon the Palestinian people and failing to act to stop it.
While thousands of people are mercilessly killed and millions are subjected to hunger and forced
displacement, every rule of international law is being violated. Israeli occupying forces continue to
target the Gaza Strip and civilian areas relentlessly with thousands of missiles and bombs from the air,
land, and sea, threatening to commit mass killings."

In the statement dated October 27, 2023, the State of Palestine expressed its satisfaction with the
UN General Assembly resolution calling for the protection of the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip
from Israeli attacks and massacres, as well as an urgent humanitarian ceasefire and unimpeded hu-
manitarian assistance, and firmly rejecting any attempts to displace the Palestinian population forci-
bly. According to the statement, Israel’s attacks on the Palestinian people have reached a new peak of
brutality, including the complete cessation of communication. There was an emphasis on the need
for a strong international stance rejecting Israel’s outrageous aggression and blatant disregard for
international humanitarian law and the lives of Palestinian civilians. It was demanded that all states
adhere to this resolution, with accountability ensured for non-compliance."

On the occasion of World Children’s Day, in the statement made by the State of Palestine on Novem-
ber 20, 2023, the following expressions were included: 2

8 http://www.mofa.pna.ps/en-us/mediaoffice/politicalstatement/pr71012023, Accessed: 30/01/2024.
°  http://www.mofa.pna.ps/en-us/mediaoffice/politicalstatement/statement-21, Accessed: 30/01/2024.

O http//www.mofa.pna.ps/en-us/mediaoffice/politicalstatement/pr171020234, Accessed: 30/01/2024.

' http//www.mofa.pna.ps/en-us/mediaoffice/politicalstatement/pr271020238, Accessed: 30/01/2024.

2 http//www.mofa.pna.ps/en-us/mediaoffice/politicalstatement/ps201120234, Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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“World Children’s Day is celebrated at a time when the lives, rights, homes, schools, and dreams of
Palestinian children are deliberately and systematically destroyed by the illegal Israeli occupation
regime. Palestinian children are subjected to ongoing arbitrary, indiscriminate, and excessive use of
force, resulting in widespread suffering and long-term trauma.’

During the past six weeks, Israel's deadly assault on Gaza has resulted in the deaths of more than
5,500 children, with thousands more presumed to have perished under the rubble. Thousands have
also been injured. Those Palestinian children who have survived this massacre are being subjected
to inhumane conditions imposed by the occupying power, Israel, including forced displacement,
hunger, thirst, and deprivation of basic necessities of life.

This brutal reality also encompasses Palestinian children in the occupied West Bank, where the oc-
cupying army and settler militias have displaced dozens of families since the beginning of 2023 and
killed 96 children, 53 of them in the last 44 days alone. Meanwhile, 200 Palestinian children are being
held in Israeli detention centres, deprived of their most basic rights.

The structural and systematic violence against children is emblematic of the illegal occupation re-
gime’s entrenched agenda of colonization, dispossession, and apartheid. This campaign of oppres-
sion against Palestinian children and their aspirations for a dignified, safe, and free life is an intentional
assault on the future of Palestine.

The State of Palestine will continue to take determined steps to protect and defend the dignity,
rights, and lives of Palestinian children, including holding accountable those responsible for war
crimes committed against them.

In this context, we call on the United Nations Secretary-General to finally include Israeli occupa-
tion forces and settler militias on the list of parties committing grave violations affecting children in
situations of armed conflict. Additionally, the State of Palestine urges all states, especially the High
Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions, to take effective measures to end ongoing military
attacks against Palestinian children. This includes holding Israeli government officials, military com-
manders and forces, as well as settlers, accountable for grave violations and heinous crimes against
Palestinian children.

The State of Palestine, along with the Republic of South Africa, the People’s Republic of Bangladesh,
the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the Union of Comoros, and the Republic of Djibouti, has submitted
an application to the International Criminal Court regarding war crimes committed in the State of
Palestine' and the State of Palestine welcomes the Republic of South Africa’s filing of a case at the In-
ternational Court of Justice alleging violations of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide. The statement highlights that Israel’s policies and actions aim to annihilate
the Palestinian people under colonial occupation and apartheid regime, qualifying as genocide.

3 http://www.mofa.pna.ps/en-us/mediaoffice/politicalstatement/pr17112023, Accessed: 30/01/2024.
" http//www.mofa.pna.ps/en-us/mediaoffice/politicalstatement/statement-28, Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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“All of the places which Hamas is deployed, hiding and operating in, that wicked
city, we will turn them into rubble. | say to the residents of Gaza: Leave now because
we will operate forcefully everywhere!"

Benjamin Netanyahu
Prime Minister of Israel

‘I have ordered a complete siege on the Gaza Strip. There will be no electricity, no
food, no fuel, everything is closed. We are fighting human animals and we are
acting accordingly."®

Yoav Gallant
Israeli Defense Minister

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in his first statement following the start of Hamas attacks
on October 7, 2023, declared that they are at war and will exact an unprecedented cost on the ene-
my.W

Hamas is designated as a terrorist organization by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, according to
their official website, which describes it as a group driven by bloodthirstiness, uncontrollable behav-
jour, lack of moral constraints, and a desire to harm Israeli citizens and dismantle the State of Israel.

Israeli authorities have declared themselves to be in a state of war with terrorist organizations due
to the attacks that began on October 7th. According to official statements, Hamas is the governing
body of the Gaza Strip and controls every aspect of life there. It is behind these attacks and will be
held responsible for the consequences. The full responsibility for the actions Israel must take lies with
Hamas. Israel will do whatever is necessary to protect its citizens and territory.'®

On October 7th, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, in his first statement, described Gaza as a treacher-
ous city and stated that operations would be carried out to turn every place into rubble, emphasizing
that Gazans should leave. Israeli Defense Minister Gallant, on October 9th, announced that a full-
scale blockade would be imposed on Gaza, indicating that everything would be closed, including
electricity, food, water, and fuel, and they were fighting against ‘'human-like animals'and would act
accordingly. In a speech to Israeli soldiers on October 10th, it was mentioned that all rules were lifted
in the army, fighting soldiers would not be held accountable for anything, they were fighting against
'human-like animals, Gaza would not be the same as before, and they would obliterate everything.

> https//www.gov.il/en/departments/news/statement-by-pm-netanyahu-7-oct-2023 , Accessed: 30/01/2024.

' https//www.aa.com.tr/tr/ayrimcilikhatti/ayrimcilik/new-york-merkezli-orgut-israilli-bakanin-sozlerini-savas-sucuna-cagri-olarak-
niteledi/1817315, Accessed: 30/01/2024.

7" https//www.gov.il/en/departments/news/statement-by-prime-minister-benjamin-netanyahu-7-oct-2023, Accessed: 30/01/2024.
8 https//www.gov.il/en/departments/news/swords-of-iron-war-in-the-south-7-oct-2023 , Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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In his statement dated October 12, Israeli President Herzog emphasized that the entire nation is re-
sponsible for what has happened and that it is not accurate to claim that civilians were not involved.
On October 13, Israeli Minister of Energy and Infrastructure Katz shared on his social media account
that an order had been issued for all civilian populations in Gaza to evacuate the area immediately,
stating that they would not be allowed to take even a drop of water or a single battery until they
leave the world. On November 12, Israeli Minister of Agriculture Ditcher described the forced dis-
placement of the civilian population in the Gaza Strip as the “2023 Gaza Exodus”. Israeli Minister of
Heritage Eliyahu, during a television program, responded to a question about the fate of Palestinians
living in Gaza by saying, “They can go to Ireland or to the deserts. The ‘monsters’in Gaza should find
their own solution”

On October 11, in Israel, a national state of emergency government was established to make deci-
sions regarding the state of war. According to Netanyahu, if Hamas could do what it wanted, it would
do the same to Israel as the Nazis did to the Jews."®

With the start of the air bombardment on Gaza, a substantial shipment of weapons from the United
States to Israel has begun simultaneously. Within two months of ongoing attacks on the Gaza Strip,
over 10,000 tons of military equipment have been sent from America to Israel via 200 cargo planes.®
According to the Yediot Ahronot newspaper in Israel, the United States has sent Israel 230 aircraft and
20 ships full of weapons so far. These shipments include artillery shells, armoured vehicles, and basic
combat equipment for soldiers.?’

In line with the fundamental humanitarian aid request from President Biden, the Israeli War Cabinet
made the following decisions on October 18th:

1. Israel will not allow any humanitarian aid to be provided from its territory to the Gaza Strip
unless prisoners are returned.

2. lsraelis requesting the International Red Cross to visit the prisoners and is seeking broad inter-
national support for this request.

3. In accordance with President Biden's request, Israel will only block humanitarian aid coming
from Egypt to the civilian population located or evacuated to the south of the Gaza Strip in
the form of food, water, and medicine. Aid reaching Hamas will be prevented.?

After sustaining intensive aerial bombardment since October 7th, Israel announced the commence-
ment of a ground operation on October 28, 2023, marking the second phase of the war.

°

https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/pm-netanyahu-meets-with-president-of-the-ec-ursula-von-der-leyen-13-oct-2023,
Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israil-gazzedeki-savasin-basindan-bu-yana-abdden-200-ucak-askeri-yardim-aldik/3074938,
Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israil-basinina-gore-abd-israile-230-ucak-ve-20-gemi-dolusu-silah-gonderdi/3092199, Accessed:
30/01/2024.
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https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/statement-from-the-prime-minister-s-office-18-oct-2023, Accessed: 30/01/2024.
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The operation aims to eliminate Hamas's military and administrative capabilities and to bring prison-
ers back to their homes. In his statement on the same date, Netanyahu read a passage from the Torah,
“Remember what Amalek did to you (Deuteronomy 25:17),"and stated,“We remember, and we fight.>

Netanyahu also stated that under the leadership of President Biden, they have managed to secure
broad international support from leaders of the United States and Europe, including the President
of France, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, the Prime Minister of Italy, and the Chancellor
of Germany, as well as leaders from other countries including the Netherlands, Greece, Cyprus, and
others?

Israel has also expressed additional criticism towards numerous international organizations and
states through its official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, citing lack of support during their
legitimate defense war for not adhering to their approaches in policy and rhetoric.®

On November 14th, the Foreign and Health Ministers of Israel met with the Director-General of the
World Health Organization (WHO), requesting the WHO to clearly expose Hamas's use of hospitals in
the Gaza Strip for terrorist activities. According to the Foreign Minister, the use of hospitals by Hamas
as shelters for terrorist activities represents a failure on the part of the World Health Organization and
UN agencies.®

On November 21st, the Israeli government approved a draft resolution that envisages the release
of at least 50 hostages, including women and children, within four days, and calls for a cessation of
hostilities during this period. The resolution also stipulates that for every ten hostages released, an
additional day of ceasefire will be observed.”

As the second month approached following Israel’s operations and attacks on Gaza initiated after the
October 7th assaults, the death toll had surpassed 15,000, including over 7,000 children and 4,000
women, with over 40,000 individuals injured and over 7,000 reported missing. The increasing number
of fatalities, predominantly among children and women in Israel’s attacks, along with the profound
outrage sparked by images of civilians killed and severely injured, and the targeting of civilian settle-
ments, schools, mosques, churches, and hospitals, led to a decline in support for Israel and calls for
urgent investigations into actions deemed genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes falling
within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, as well as urgent calls for a ceasefire. A draft

~

3 In a different section where the Amalek reference is made, the following statements are included: “Now go and strike Amalek and
devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel
and donkey. (Tanakh, 1 Samuel 15:3)

N
®

https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/statement-by-pm-netanyahu-28-oct-2023, Accessed: 30/01/2024
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https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/israel-to-summon-spanish-ambassador-for-reprimand-30-nov-2023, Accessed:
30/01/2024.

o
-3

https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/fm-cohen-met-with-the-secretary-general-of-the-world-health-organization, Accessed:
30/01/2024.

https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/release-of-hostages-statement-by-the-government-of-israel-21-nov-2023, Accessed:
30/01/2024.
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resolution calling for an urgent, permanent, and unconditional humanitarian ceasefire was discussed
in the UN General Assembly on October 26th, receiving 121 favourable votes, 14 votes against, and
44 abstentions, thereby being adopted with a large majority. In the UN Security Council meeting held
on December 8th, the United States was the sole opponent to the resolution calling for a humanitar-
ian ceasefire between the parties. A similar draft resolution, which included a request for an urgent
ceasefire, was discussed on December 12th in the UN General Assembly and was adopted with 153
in favour and 10 against.

On December 3rd, the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs published a comprehensive assessment titled
“Hamas-Israel Conflict 2023: Key Legal Aspects”on its official website, regarding the ongoing attacks.
According to the evaluations made therein;®

- Hamas and Islamic Jihad continue to commit war crimes and crimes against humanity by
attacking Israel and carrying out hostage-taking actions. These actions include the killing of
more than 1,400 Israeli and foreign citizens, injuring over 5,500 